Risky Business

1)
Cast/crew:  Tom Cruise = Joel Goodsen; Rebecca De Mornay = Lana; Bronson Pinchot = Barry; Curtis Armstrong = Miles; Joe Pantolinao = Guido; Nicholas Pryor = Joel’s father; Janet Carroll = Joel’s mother; Shera Danese = Vicki; Richard Masur = Rutherford the recruiter; Directed and written by Paul Brickman.  

2)
The 80s – The “Gimme Decade” – “Greed IS Good” (Wall Street – 1987); reaction to events of 60s and 70s; Reaganism and deregulation, embracing a culture of money and glitz; creation of 100,000 new millionaires yearly; Results? Mixed – the new wealthy and the new poor (one out of every five lived in poverty, 24% increase over 1979) and homeless.  Presidential royalty sets tone ($8 million spent on inaugural festivities) – fascination with royalty; Charles and Diana, Donald and Ivana Trump, “Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous,” “Dynasty,” and “Dallas”; Madonna’s “Material Girl”; representative figure – the “young, urban professional” (Yuppie).

3)
Hollywood and the 80s; corporate takeovers – Columbia Pictures (Coca Cola and Sony); Paramount (Gulf and Western); Universal (Matsushita); the moneymen make the decisions – rely on stars and demographics (Teenage audience).  Teen films: The Outsiders (1983); Rumble Fish (1983); St. Elmo’s Fire (the “Brat Pack”: Molly Ringwald, Emilio Estavez, Rob Lowe, Matt Dillon, Ally Sheedy, Kiefer Sutherland).  Sequel mania: Friday the Thirteenth (1-9, 1980-1993); Rocky (1-5, 1976-1990), etc.  Yuppihood criticized/satirized; child of the 60s – adult in the 80s; Albert Brooks’s Lost in America (1985), The Big Chill (1983).  Teen rebellion? No – interest in cars, sex, taking it easy  - Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986).
4)
Risky Business:  “What Rebel was to the Fifties, The Graduate to the Sixties, . . . RB was to the 80s.”  Joel – the “Good Son” – a yuppie in training, “make money” until . . . Lana.  “The Dream is always the same.”  

